Folklore and Fable in the Sudan
belief, and in 1921 appeared in the desert to the west of
Mosul, coming to an Arab encampment in the guise of
an ancient dervish, with a long beard and a mighty staff.
He asked for food and slept; and waking in the morning
found his staff missing. Search was made, and it was
found that one of the boys had taken it to tend the flocks.
He cursed him, saying that every animal it touched should
die. Shortly after, the terror-stricken boy rushed into
the camp saying that fourteen of his goats had died before
his eyes. The old dervish seized his staff and disappeared
into the wastes, and that day the boy died also.
The Jinn aid diviners by listening to the secrets of
Heaven. It is related in a tradition from Aisha that
" the angels descend in rainclouds and mention what has
been decreed in Heaven. Then the devils listen stealthily
and reveal what has been said to diviners, and they add
a hundred lies to it out of their minds." The shooting
stare are used to stone them. " The jinn steal the tidings
and carry it to their devotees and the stars are thrown
at them " ; or, " God created these stars for three pur-
poses ; to be an ornament of the sky, to be used as stones
against the devils, and as signs to guide people. Whoso
interprets them otherwise is in error." cc He who goes
to a sorcerer to ask about a matter, his prayer will not
be accepted for forty days."
They have a special connection with certain animals,
particularly with snakes, and many stories are related of
men befriending snakes or tending their dead bodies and
discovering that they had unwittingly befriended the Jinn.
This recalls the belief in werewolves which is widespread
in the Sudan, hyenas and crocodiles being the animals
usually so inhabited. I have been told how a man had
been fishing for crocodiles in the White Nile with the
befenga, a kind of crocodile hook. He hooked what was
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